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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW. 


Tue following discourse on “The Object of this Probation” was delivered 
by President Lorenzo Snow, at the Sixty-fourth Annual Conference of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, held in the Tabernacle, Salt 
Lake City, Saturday, April 7, 1894:— 

I will read from Section 84 of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants :— 


For whoso is faithful unto the obtaining these two Priesthoods of which 
I have spoken, and the mee their calling, are saactitied by the 
Spirit unto the renewing of their bodies; 

They become the sons of Moses and Aaron and the seed of Abraham, 
and the church and kingdom, and the elect of God; 


And also all they who receive this Priesthood receiveth me, saith the 


For he that receiveth my servants receiveth me; 

And he that receiveth me receiveth my Father ; : 

And he that receiveth my Father, receiveth my Father's kingdom ; there- 
fore all that my Father hath shall be given unto him; 

And this is according to the oath and covenant which belongeth to the 
Priesthood. 

Therefore, all those who receive the Priesthood, receiveth this oath and 
covenant of my Father, which he cannot break, neither can it be moved; 

But whoso breaketh this covenant, after he hath received it, and al- 
together turneth therefrom, shall not have forgiveness of sins in this 
world nor in the world to come. 


In connection with this, I will read the following, from the 88th section: 


And if your eye be single to my glory, your whole bodies shall be filled 
with light, and there shall be no darkness in you, and that body which is 
filled with light comprehendeth all things. 7 

Therefore sanctify yourselves that your minds become single to God, 
and the days will come that you shall see him; for he will unvail his face 
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unto you, and it shall be in his own time, and in his own way, and accord- 
ing to his own will. 

Brethren and sisters, with your help, through the exercise of your faith 
and prayers, I wish to say a few things. I have been very much pleased 
and edified by what has been said during this conference. It has been to 
me a feast of fat things. The instructions that have been given and the 
principles that have been elucidated have been presented to the people 
by the power of God. 

I often ask myself, what am I in the world for? Where did I come from, 
and where am I going? Well, we have learned something in regard to 
this. We have learned that we existed with God in eternity before we 
came into this life, and that we kept our estate. Had we not kept what 
is called our first estate and observed the laws that governed there, you 
and I would not be here to-day. We are here because we are worthy to 
be here, and that arises, to a great extent at least, from the fact that we 
kept our first estate. I believe that when you and I were in yonder life 
we made certain covenants with those that had the control that in this 
life, when we should be permitted to enter it, we would do what we had 
done in that life—find out the will of God and conform to it. I have not 
the least idea that I would be here to-day talking to you, unless it was 
distinctly understood in that life that when I came into this I would be 
obedient to the will of God as it should be revealed. Of course, we have 
forgotten these things; but the Lord is beginning to illuminate our under- 
standings and is bringing to our recollection certain things in regard to 
how we were there, and for what we have come into this world. What 
you and I now want to know is how to secure the position we occupied 
in the other life when we go back, and that which will naturally be added 
to us in consequence of the experience that we had in this life; for the 
Lord has told us that those who would keep their second estate, glory 
should be added upon their heads forever and ever. It seems to me that 
no man or woman can afford to do anything in this life only that which, 
directly or indirectly, will be in conformity to the will of God. _ 

There is a course that men and women may pursue wherein there will 
be no failure. Whatever disappointments may arise or seeming failures 
may result, there will be in reality no failure, as a general thing. As we 
have heard from the different speakers, there has been no stoppage with 
this Church. Apparently there has been. There have been times when 
it seemed as though we were moving backward; at least, it has to those 
who were not fully enlightened in regard to the mind and will of God. 
The Church has passed through very strange experiences, and the people 
have made great sacrifices. No people were ever raised up, excepting 
perhaps Enoch’s, that have sacrificed to the extent that this people have. 
But we have come along through these sacrifices, and as a people there 
has been no failure. Why has there been no failure? Because the people, 
as a whole, have had their minds fixed upon the true principles of life, 
and they have conformed to their duty, as they did in the other life. The 
people generally have had the Spirit of the Lord, and have followed it. 
Hence there has been no failure. So it may be with individuals. There 


i 
if 
i 
i} 
f 
rt 
H 
| 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 451 


is a course for every person to pursue in which there will be no failure. 
It will apply to temporal as well as spiritual matters. The Lord has given 
us the keyword in these verses that I have read from the Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants :— 

If your eye be aagie to my glory, your whole bodies shall be filled with 
light, and there shall be no darkness in you, and that body which is filled 


with light comprehendeth all things. Therefore sanctify yourselves that 
your minds become single to God. 


That is the key by which a person can always be successful. Paul says:— 


I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus. 

A grand object that every Latter-day Saint ought to have before him 
constantly. What is that prize? I have been reading it. “All that my 
Father hath shall be given unto him.” The Savior on one occasion made 
an extraordinary statement. It isin the 5th chapter of St. John, and is 
as follows:— 


I can of mine own self do nothing. 


It is remarkable that the God who made the worlds, who came down 
here clothed with flesh, performed mighty miracles, and sacrificed his life 
on Mount Calvary for the salvation of the human family—that He should 
say, “I can of mine own self do nothing.” And He goes on to say :— 

As I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine 
own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. 

That is a wonderful saying, and there is a great deal init. Now, what 
we want is to have that spirit in every act of our lives and in every under- 
taking, whether temporal or spiritual, and not think of self. We should 
try to ascertain how we should spend the money and the information that 
God has given us. The answer is simple—for the glory of God. Our eye 
should be single to the glory of God. That is what we have left the other 
life for and come into this. We should seek to promote the interests of 
the Most High God, and to feel as Jesus felt, “I can of mine own self do 
nothing.” Inasmuch as we act to-day and to-morrow, this week and next 
week, in the interest of God, and have our eye single to His glory, there 
can be no failure. We send our Elders to preach the Gospel. Who sends 
them? President Woodruff? In one sense, no. The God of Israel sends 
them. Itis Hiswork. There is no mortal man that is so much interested 
in the success of an Elder when he is preaching the Gospel as the Lord 
that sent him to preach to the people who are the Lord’s children. He 
begot them in yonder world, and they came here because the Lord wanted 
them to come. As we are told by the Apostle Paul, “the creature was 
made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of Him who hath 
subjected the same in hope.” It was not a pleasing idea to come here. 
No one wished to come, only as it was the will of God, and that we would 
receive through this greater glory. I have not found it so very pleasant 
in my experience; still | have tried in the scenes through which I have 
_ been called to pass to enjoy the circumstances as far as God would give me 
wisdom and power todo so. A man’s mind should be single to the glory 
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of God in everything that he starts to accomplish. We should consider 
that of ourselves we can do nothing. We are the children of God. We 
are in darkness, only as God enlightens our understanding. Weare power- 
less, only as God helps us. The work that we have to do here is of that 
nature that we cannot do it unless we have the assistance of the Almighty. 
Those who go into these temples to accomplish the glorious labors there 
performed feel that they cannot do this work satisfactorily to the parties 
in whose interest they are officiating unless God gives them His Holy 
Spirit. Here is the great trouble with men of the world, and too much so 
with the Elders of Israel; we forget that we are working for God; we 
forget that we are here in order to carry out certain purposes that we have 
promised the Lord that we would carry out. It is a glorious work that 
we are engaged in. It is the work of the Almighty; and He has selected 
the men and the women whom He knows from past experience will carry 
out His purposes, as a general thing. 

What wonderful promises are contained in this 84th section! Can you 
comprehend them? I cannot. I can see that God means a great dea] in 
these promises which He has made to us. There may be some strangers 
here who will say, “You read that from the Book of Doctrine and Cove- 
nants, which we do not know anything about. Why don’t you read some- 
thing from the books that we believe in?” Now, what I have read here 
conforms exactly with what the Lord has said in the Bible. The Lord 
has said that He will give us all that He hath—and this according to the 
oath and covenant which belongs to the Priesthood. Nobody ought to 
doubt what Jesus says, and He declares, as recorded in the Revelations of 
St. John, “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my 
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in His 
throne.” Can anything be said greater than this? Does not that com- 
prehend everything? And there are many statements of this kind re- 
- corded in the Old and New Testament. ; 

Brethren and sisters, my testimony is that this is the work of God in 
which we are engaged. I had not been in this Church two weeks when 
the Lord revealed to me a knowledge that He was God, and that He sent 
His son into the world to be crucified for the sins of the world. No man 
ever did, or ever could, receive a more perfect knowledge in regard to the 
existence of God and of the truth of this work than God gave to me by 
revelation and the opening of the heavens. From that time on I have 
tried to live in such a way as not to lose His Holy Spirit, but to be guided 
by it continually, trying to get rid of my selfishness and any wrongful 
ambition, and endeavoring to work in His interest. I believe these are 
the intentions and feelings of the Latter-day Saints generally. 

God bless President Woodruff and his two counselors with a fullness of 
His Holy Spirit; and may we all live in that way that we may be pre- 
pared at any moment to go back into the other life and inherit the 
position that we occupied there, with the additional] blessing and glory, 
that we receive by conforming to the mind and will of God in this life. 
The prayer which Jesus made before His crucifixion may be offered by the 
Latter-day Saints: “And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own 
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self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.” God 
bless you, my brethren and sisters, and may we so live as to be worthy 
to receive these wonderful blessings and promises is my prayer, in the 
name of Jesus. Amen. 


A COSTLY CHURCH ORNAMENT. 


THE San Franciso (U.8.A.) Chronicle gives the following account of a costly 
ornament recently completed :— 

“St. Ignatius Church is now the possessor of a jeweled ornament which 
is probably the most costly and elaborate owned by any church in the 
world. It is made of pure gold and has over 1,000 precious stones. It 
possesses a history that is of more than usual local interest. It is safely 
locked in a steel safe specially provided for it and will not be seen by the 
public until it is viewed in the midst of the elaborate ceremonies which 
are held in the observance of the festival of Corpus Christi. It isin the 
keeping of Rev. Father Varsi, who will allow no one, not even the priests 
of the church, to see it until the great fete. 

“The expensive ornament has been made from offerings which in the 
course of years have accumulated until they were worth over $40,000. 
St. Ignatius Church has many wealthy parishioners, who have given liber- 
ally to the church which they attend. Most of the offerings out of which 
the ornament was made were jewels given by women. It is not an unac- 
customed thing to see a jeweled ring in the contribution plate which is 
passed in St. Ignatius Church. Scores of times valuable pieces of jewelry 
have been given. On such occasions as Good Friday many a jeweled ring 
or bracelet has been dropped quietly into the box. The Jesuit fathers 
never for a moment thought of selling such contributions. Year by year 
it increased, until its value was in the tens of thousands of dollars. There 
was not a little discussion regarding what should be done with it. It was 
finally decided to melt the offerings of gold, form them into one costly and 
splendid ornament and stud it with the precious stones which had been so 
freely given. It was determined to have a monstrance made and to make 
it far more beautiful than any other in existence. 

“The monstrance is one of the most ancient of symbols used in the 
ritual of the Catholic church. It is the one to which most sacredness 
attaches, except the tabernacle and its contents. It is used only on 
occasions of the greatest solemnity, in processions and ceremonies of the 
greatest dignity. Its essential feature is a transparent pyx surrounded 
by golden darts in simulation of the blazing rays of the sun. In this pyx 
the consecrated wafer, or host, is placed and held up to the view of the 
congregation. This is a monstrance in its simplest form, but explains 
nothing of the splendid jeweled ornament at St. Ignatius Church. 

“A local artist was instructed to make a design. He had as models 
similiar ornaments in the possession of the famous churches of the old 
world. He knew the character and the value of the material to be used, 
and he designed a montrance as elaborate and perhaps more beautiful 
than any submitted to his judgment. His design was accepted, and with 
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the accumulated jewels was sent to Paris to one of the best of European 
jewelers. It took several weeks to finish the ornament, and a few days 
ago it was received here and quietly placed away. 

“Tt is four feet in height and is made of solid gold. It is adorned with 

rich carvings and embellished with figures made of virgin gold. Its 
central pillar is studded with diamonds, rubies and other precious stones, 
and the circling darts of gold are burnished, until they glisten even in 
the faintest light. The beautiful ornament, telling in its raised figures 
the story of the Savior, sparkles with over 1,000 costly stones.” 
{ The festival of Corpus Christi is the most splendid festival of the 
the Catholic church, and was instituted in 1264, by Urban IV, who ap- 
pointed for its celebration the first Thursday after the festival of Trinity, 
and this year it came on May 24. Pope Urban promised the penitent 
who should engage in this festival, indulgence for a period of from forty 
to one hundred days. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF JESSE B. MARTIN. 


THE Deseret News publishes the following brief sketch of the life of Jesse 
B. Martin, of Scipio, Utah, written by himself :— 

My father’s name was John §. Martin, my mothers, Matilda Bigler, 
daughter of Mark Bigler, who was the father of Jacob G. Bigler, of Nephi. 
I was born on the 11th day of April, 1825, in Harrison County, State of 
Virginia. It is now called West Virginia. 

The first Gospel sermon I heard preached by an Elder of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was in May, 1837; the Elder’s name was 
Lorenzo D. Barnes. He was preaching in the woods near the banks of 
the west fork of the Monongahela River. I received a testimony that day 
that Joseph was a true Prophet of God, and that,testimony has remained 
with me from that day to this. My father emigrated to Caldwell County, 
Missouri, in 1838, and arrived near Far West some time in September, I 
think. 

Soon after our arrival in the county David Patten led a company of 
the Caldwell militia against a mob led by Bogard. Brother Patten fell 
wounded in that battle and was brought to Stephen Winchester’s, where 
he died about 10 o'clock at night. I was standing by his bed when he 
died. The last words I remember hearing him say were, “Lord Jesus, re- 
ceive my soul.” I did not see Joseph Smith in Missouri; he was betrayed 
by Colonel Hinkle into the hands of the mob and carried away before I 
saw him. I being a boy about twelve years old, my mother kept me hid 
in the thick brush, to keep me out of the hands of the mob, who were 
carrying boys off to make them tell where their fathers were hidden. I 
left the state of Missouri the following March. My father took a poor 
family to the Mississippi River before he took his own family. 

The first time I saw the Prophet Joseph was at a conference near 
Quincy, Llinois. When he arose to speak there was a halo of light around 
his head. I knew then that he was the Prophet. After Joseph moved to 
Nauvoo, I visited him at his house to see the records of Abraham. He 
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took much pains to show me the records. The last time I saw Joseph alive 
was a short time before he went to Carthage. He reviewed the Legion, 
riding his favorite horse. The next time I saw him was in his house at 
Nauvoo after his assassination at Carthage. I left Nauvoo on the 9th of 
February, 1846, driving one of George A. Smith’s teams; went to the camp 
of the Saints at Sugar Creek. I was traveling during the winter and 
spring, through snow and mud, with the rest suffering much with cold 
and wet, at length arriving at the banks of the Missouri River, where I, 
with five hundred of the camp of Israel, enlisted to fight the Mexicans. 
The most of us were marched to Lower California and on the 16th of July, 
1847, we were mustered out of service at Los Angeles. Then we traveled 
north to Sutter’s Fort. Some forty of us stopped and worked for Sutter 
and while building a saw mill in the mountains the gold was discovered. 
We worked in the mines washing gold for a short time. Quite a company 
came to Salt Lake valley in September, 1848. President Young had a feast 
prepared for us on the 6th of October (1848); it was a happy time for us 
after the hardships of our travels from the Missouri River to the Pacific 
Ocean and back to Salt Lake Valley. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The British, French, and Spanish Ministers at Tangier, Morocco, have been instructed 
to acknowledge Mulai Abdul Aziz as Sultan of Morocco. A letter from the new Sultan 
and his Ministers announcing his succession has been read to the faithful in the mosque 
at Tangier. The interior is said to be quite peaceful. 

Lord Rusebery’s colt Ladas has won the Derby. The Methodist New Connexion Con- 
ference at Longton, made this the occasion of expressing regret at their meeting June 15, 
that Lord Rosebery should in any way countenance horse-racing, and urged him by resolu- 
tions to entirely sever his connection with ‘‘such a provocative of vice.” 

A despatch is published from Waycross, Georgia, U.S. A., reporting a terrible act of 
barbarity by a crowd of whites. A negro had assaulted a young white girl near Black- 
shear. He was subsequently caught by the mob and hanged from atree. After a time 
the mob cut him down while still alive, and then proceeded to skin him. The wretched 
man lived for six hours afterwards. 


The secretary of the society for the relief of persecuted Jews sends to the London 
Times a letter describing the work of the society’s missionary in Jerusalem. Mr. Mont- 
leff, the missionary, found Jews in cellars and caves suffering from hopeless diseases, some 
being blind, others fever-stricken and consumptive, and all glad of half a penny charity 
per week. Most of the 40,000 Jews there are intensely poor. 


The inundations in the valley of the Waag, in Hungary, are the worst that have taken 
place since 1813. More than thirty villages are under water. The crops have been des- 
troyed. The pioneers are taking an active part in the work of salvage. Several localities 
in the region of Mosciska, in Poland, have been visited with terrible hailstorms, followed 
by heavy rain, which has caused the local streams to overflow. 

It is said that J. J. Klein, a Roumanian, is conducting negotiations for the purchase 
of 200,000 acres of land belonging to the Mitchell estate in Merced County, California, 
U.S. A., and that if the deal is carried through, 14,000 Roumanians will settle in Oali- 
fornia as colonists. These Roumanians are of German descent and live in Bessarabia. 
They are dissatisfied with the arrangement whereby Bessarabia was ceded to Russia and 
want to get away from Russian rule. 
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MONDAY, JULY 16, 1894. 


SBAVED, THOUGH THEY SIN. 


Tue Elders of Israel meet often with those who profess to be saved, and 
who emphatically declare that they cannot sin. Yet these people are im- 
perfect; the daily lives of many such are not always patterns of virtue and 
sobriety, and they often show that they are as prone to things that are 
evil as some of those who have not made such great professions. Still 
it cannot be doubted that many of those who believe themselves saved 
are sincere in their belief. One question, then, is whether the sincerity of 
their belief is sufficient to save their souls, even though their belief may 
be based on false doctrines or misinterpretations of the Scriptures. 

In the daily affairs of life we discover the fact that no matter how sin- 
cere our belief in an error be we are stillin the wrong. If we base our 
experiments in science on wrong principles the end we seek to reach is 
unattainable. If we travel in a direction opposite to the point we are 
seeking we will not accomplish our errand, be our belief that we are trav- 
eling in the right direction ever so sincere. In fact all that is accom- 
plished in this world is by constant application and labor on correct 
principles, while it may be safely said that every failure springs directly 
or indirectly through believing, sincerely or otherwise, that success can be 
reached on incorrect principles. If a principle of science, of business, or of 
social reform is wrong the doubter and the most sincere believer will alike 
fail. If this is applicable to our temporal existence, and few will dispute 
that it is, why should it be thought that success in seeking for eternal 
life can be secured on a policy directly opposite to that which governs our 
daily lives? Belief, it would seem, must be based upon true and correct 
principles if the end sought is to be reached. The sincerity of the belief 
will form no element whatever as to the actual results, so long as we seek 
success in the wrong direction. If this be admitted then it follows that 
those who believe they are saved, do not increase their chances of success 
by declaring that such is their sincere belief. Hence, in order to ascertain 
what truth there isin their claim that they are saved, we must dismiss 
the statement that they are sincere as not adding any weight to the claim 
of a saved condition, and learn on what grounds they base such a claim. 

On this point there is considerable difficulty, owing to the inability of 
those who in this life claim to be saved to explain the process by which 
that result is accomplished. To a reasoning man and woman it is plain 
how it can be secured by the keeping of all laws and commandments, which 
would in itself make one perfect; for if one is perfect then there is no sin 
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for which to be punished, and where there is no punishment, or fear of it, 
there must naturally be happiness, and happiness in the life to come is all 
that is claimed for salvation by the majority of those who believe in the 
hereafter. But it is not so easy to explain how this happiness can be ob- 
tained where there is sin. “But we do not sin!” exclaims one of the saved. 
“We cannot sin for we are born of God.” When this birth is explained it 
is generally expressed in the few words that God has worked a work of 
grace in their hearts, and having partaken of grace they cannot fall; if 
they appear to commit sin it is not they who do it but it is the devil. This 
is a doctrine that the moral law does not accept, for he who breaks a law 
is punished, unless insane, and in the latter case he is confined to an asylum. 
Yet these professors say that the Lord will hold them guiltless if they sin, 
on the ground that it is the devil who compels them to sin. 

It seems strange that a reasonable being can claim salvation when he is 
unable to overcome the devil and his power. He forgets that it is he who 
overcomes and endures to the end that is to be saved, and in his desire to 
throw the responsibility of his sins upon the devil he advances the hideous 
doctrine that a righteous man, one who cannot sin and who, therefore, 
“dwelleth in God and God in him,” can at the same time be possessed of 
the devil, and can permit his flesh to do the bidding of the evilone. John 
declares that one who is born of God does not sin, and that he loves God. 
Jesus says, “If ye love me ye will keep my commandments,” and John 
asserts that “this is the love of God that we keep His commandments.” 
If they keep not the commandments of God, they do not love Him; if they 
do not love Him He does not dwell within them; yet, by their reasoning, 
He dwells within them and they do not sin, still the power of Satan over 
them is so strong that the body in which they say God dwells actually 
sins, and still God continues to dwell therein. Such is the logical con- 
clusion of the reasoning put forth by those who claim to base this their 
belief on the Bible. 

Salvation, or a state of happiness as is the general understanding of 
that word, can be obtained only on obedience to God’s commandments, 
It is impossible to be happy when full of imperfection and sin, because 
one cannot enjoy perfect happiness when subject to the inevitable results 
of sin. 

On this question the Latter-day Saints have revelation, and they know 
by the word of the Lord what must be done in order to be saved. Samtel, 
the Lamanite prophet, whose prophecies are recorded in the Book of Mor- 
mon, warned his people of the coming judgments and a portion of his 
prophecy is given below :— 

In the days of your poverty ye shall cry unto the Lord; and in vain 
shal] ye cry, for your desolation is already come spon you, and your des- 

ow 


truction is made sure; and then shall ye weep and in that day, saith 
the Lord of Hosts. And then shall ye lament, and say, O that I had re- 


pented, and had not killed the prophets, and stoned them, and cast them 


O that we had repented in the day that the word of the Lord came 
unto us; for behold the land is cursed, and all things are become slippery, 
and we cannot hold them. 
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Behold, we are surrounded by demons, yea, we are encircled about by 
the angels of him who hath sought to destroy our souls. Behold, our in- 
iquities are great. O Lord, canst thou not turn away thine anger from us! 
And this shall be your language in those days. 

But behold, your days of probation are past; ye have procrastinated 
the day of your salvation, until it is everlastingly too late, and your des- 
truction is made sure; yea for ye have sought all the days of your life for 
that which ye could not obtain; and ye have sought for happiness in on 
iniquity, which thing is ares to the nature of that righteousness whic 
is in our great and eternal Head. 

From these words we see the condition of those who have sought happi- 
ness in doing evil—surrounded by demons and wicked angels who are 
seeking their destruction. Yet there is not a word in this prophecy of any 
salvation for those who are thus tempted tosin. The days of their pro- 
bation are spent without seeking happiness through obedience to God’s 
commandments and for that reason they cannot endure His glory. Such 
is likely to be the state of those who continue to sin and who claim that 
Satan alone is the one to bear the responsibility while they themselves 
will be saved. 

So secure are many in this doctrine of already being saved that nothing, 
apparently, will convince them of their error until their days on earth 
are past and they awake on the other side to learn that the grace of God 
is received only by the keeping of His laws. J. V. B. 


Arrivats.—The following missionaries from Utah and Wyoming, arrived 
in Liverpool per Anchor steamer Circassia, via Glasgow, Wednesday, July 
4, 1894: Thomas Wright and David Udall, of Nephi, Juab County; Ben. 
R. Eldredge of Salt Lake City and John Flueckiger of Afton, Wyoming. 
The two first named have come on a genealogical mission, and Elder 
Flueckiger will labor in the Swiss and German Mission. 


RELEASE AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder Ben. R. Eldredge has been appointed 
to labor as Traveling Elder in the Birmingham Conference. 

Elder John D. Owen has been honorably released from his labors as 
Traveling Elder in the London Conference, to return home, July 26, 1894. 


SCOTTISH CONFERENCE. 


THE Scottish Conference convened in Neilson Hall, 89 Ingram Street, 
Glasgow, July 1, 1894. There were present: Anthon H. Lund, President 
of the European Mission; J. V. Bluth, of the Liverpool Office; James 
Thomas, Traveling Elder of the Welsh Conference; Geo. F. Wright, Oliver 
Hodgson, Israel C. Brown, and Jos. A. Buttle, Traveling Elders in the 
Leeds Conference; S. P. Draney, President of, and Archibald Freebairn, 
George Burt, O. P. Hoggan, P. 8. Condie, Geo. Scott, Geo. Finlayson, Wm. 
Blain, W. W. Pace and Stewart Eccles, Traveling Elders in, the Scottish 
Conference. 

Meetings were held at 10 a.m., 2 and 6 p.m., being fairly attended 
by Saints and strangers. Many timely and valuable instructions were 
given by those who addressed the congregations, and were received with 
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appreciation. In the afternoon a report of the statistics and the labors 
of the Elders during the past six months, ending June 30, was read as 
follows: Seventies 10; Elders 31; Priests 7; Teachers 7; Deacons 9; 
members 180; total officers and members 244. Baptized 18; confirmed 18; 
ordained 9; children blessed 2; died 1; excommunicated 4; emigrated 
over eight years of age 4; emigrated under eight years of age 3. Indoor 
meetings 193; outdoor meetings 30; tracts distributed 33,181; books dis- 
posed of 13; books loaned 77; books given away 14. 

The general authorities of the Church, and of the European Mission, and 
the President and Traveling Elders of the Scottish Conference were pre- 
sented and unanimously sustained. 

A most excellent ‘priesthood meeting was held Monday morning at 
which the Elders reported their individual labors, and received counsel 
and instructions. Wm. Leaaat, Clerk of Conference. 


THE ZUNI INDIANS. 


AN article on the Zuni Indians, from the pen of Andrew Jensen, appears 
in the Deseret News which will doubtless prove of much interest. It is 
therefore reproduced here :— 

“In company with President Wm. H. Gibbons and David Oveson (our 
teamster), I left St. Johns, Arizona, March 6, to visit the distant settle- 
ment of Ramah, about eighty miles northeast of St. Johns, and twenty- 
five miles south of Wingate, on the Atlantic and Pacific Railway. After 
traveling two days and camping in a fine cedar grove over night, we 
arrived at Ramah in the evening of the 7th.” 

Then follows a description of Ramah and its early settlement. 

“On March 8, we left our friends at Ramah, and traveled 224 miles 
(on our return trip) to Zuni, the famous Indian village, which in past 
years has been visited by quite a number of our Indian missionaries and 
other Elders, among whom was Ammon M. Tenney, who baptized quite 
a number of the villagers. By means of the Spanish language, which is 
spoken by quite a number of the Indians and which is also spoken fluently 
by Pres. Gibbons, we have conversed considerably with our dusky friends, 
several of whom, after being told that we were ‘Mormons,’ replied that 
they also were ‘Mormons;’ and while they went through the gestures 
which were intended to illustrate the ordinance of baptism and the laying 
on of hands, they would exclaim: ‘Yes Ammon Tenney did so and so to 
us.’ Their knowledge of the Gospel and the nature of its ordinances be- 
yond this seemed to be extremely limited. 

“Among the chiefs to whom we were introduced was the noted Reman 
Luna, the present governor of the village, who treated us very kindly. 
He was among those baptized by Elder Tenney, and because of his friend- 
ship to the ‘Mormon’ missionaries, he was, through certain influences 
brought to bear upon the majority of his people by ‘Mormon’ haters, 
deposed from his governorship, and stood thus for several years. But 
the reaction came; and when he was chosen governor again it was also 
owing to the fact that he had been a friend to the ‘Mormons,’ whose con- 
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sistent course toward their Indian friends had finally gained their utmost 
confidence ; and to-day these Zuni villagers look upon our people as their 
best and truest friends. Be it said to the honor of our Indian missionaries 
that they have made a good record among the natives. While other white 
men who have associated themselves with the Indians have become noto- 
rious for their immoral conduct and betrayal of confidence, our brethren 
have invariably acted like men and Saints; and the fruits of their example 
and precepts are now quite apparent among the natives. 

“The Zuni village is situated on the north bank of the so-called Zuni 
wash, which in times of high water represents a large stream, but which 
in the dry season is very small so far as its running water is concerned. 
The village covers about five acres of ground; some of the largest build- 
ings are five stories high; but most of them only one or two stories. In- 
stead of using inside stairways, the upper stories are reached by means of 
ladders, which are placed on the outside of the buildings; the inhabitants 
thus pass from roof to roof, all the roofs being flat. From the top of the 
tallest buildings a fine view is obtained of the surrounding country. 

“There are a number of white Indians in the village; we were intro- 
duced to two men, one woman and one half-grown girl; all of these were 
fully as fair as the average white man, and their hair was also quite light. 
Their features and general physiognomy are, however, pure Indian. Elder 
Baker, formerly editor of the Logan Nation, who is at present teaching 
school at Ramah, has spent considerable time at this Indian village. He 
believes that these white Indians are literal descendants of the ancient 
Nephites; the philosophy of this is certainly no more incredible than the 
theory that nearly all of those who embrace the fullness of the Gospel in 
these the last days are literal descendants of the house of Israel, though 
mixed up with the Gentiles to such an extent’ that it would perhaps be 
impossible through the ordinary method of tracing genealogy to prove 
this. So also with these white Zunis, whose parents in all instances were 
Indians of the ordinary hue, and whose children again are like the other 
Indian children in the village as to the tint of their skins. But this does 
not destroy the theory advanced by Elder Baker and other Elders in the 
Church, nor those advocated by many scientific men of the age to the 
effect that the color of another race, though hid for generations through 
repeated intermarriage, may occasionally assert itself in a perfect type, 
when its existence was barely known. 

“While staying in the village Jast night we were invited by the governur 
to attend a dance of the young people; there were in fact three dances; 
but the governor assured us that the one he took us to represented the 
‘better blood,’ or the ‘aristocracy,’ of the village. After waiting till our 
patience was almost exhausted a young Indian with a drum at length 
appeared; and after waiting another half hour or more, he commenced to 
beat his drum, very gently at first, but as he proceeded he hit it harder 
and harder; then the older Indians began to sing, keeping time with the 
drum. At first they sang in an undertone; then in a more audible 
manner, and at length they introduced their full volume of voice. Next 
the young men began to dress—or undress—for the ball; I shall not 
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attempt to describe their attire; but suffice it to say that they at last 
placed themselves to the number of twenty-eight on the flag-stone floor 
in two rows, assuming a position somewhat similar to that of our more 
civilized white dancers when they are preparing to dance Scotch Reel or 
kindred figures. But as yet there were no women on the floor; the men 
stood there alone a long time waiting for the other half of the partici- 
pants of the intended dance to get ready. Nothing is done in a hurry by 
these Indians. In the mean time the young women were preparing their 
toilet in the same room, and at length marched up in single file and took 
their position between the men without saying a word. Whether they 
chose their partners right there or then, or whether it was understood 
beforehand as to who the respective women were going to dance side by 
side of, our Indian interpreter was unable to tell, or at least we could not 
make him understand sufficient to give us the desired explanation. It 
was perhaps fully three hours after the young man first began to beat his 
drum that the dancing proper commenced; apparently it took them that 
long to get up sufficient steam, or ambition, to step forth. And then the 
whole movement amounted simply to what we would call a plain ‘balance 
all,’ or stepping to music, while turning to the right and then to the left; 
now facing partners (if such they could be called; for it was impossible 
to tell who were partners), and then facing the ladies on the other side. 
But there was no swinging of partners, nor did the men touch the women 
throughout the whole performance, save for an accidental touch of the 
elbows in turning around, or in moving slowly from one end of the hall to 
the other, which was done several times during the exercises. The men 
danced in their moccasins, while the women were barefooted. The men 
danced holding a gourd in the right hand and a feather in the left; the 
women, while dancing, held a feather in each hand. Though the music 
consisted of nothing more than the beating of a single drum and the sing- 
ing of a number of men, and though the tune was painfully monotonous, 
and partook of a sameness throughout, there was time and tact in it, 
which the respective dancers seemed to understand almost to perfection ; 
for every dancer seemed to step accurately to the music; all turned and 
moved with one accord, and apparently made no mistakes. 

“There were, according to the U.S. census of 1890, 1,463 Indians at. 
Zuni; but though they all spent part of the time at the main village, a 
large number go off in the summer season to farm at neighboring villages; 
of these there are three or four in the vicinity; considerable grain is 
raised, and sufficent is saved, or stored away, to keep the inhabitants in 
bread for three or four years. Fine peach orchards are planted in the 
sands half way up the slope of a mountain standing four miles to the 
southeast of the village. On the top of this mountain, which is upwards 
of 500 feet higher than the country below, are the ruins of the old Zuni 
village, where the forefathers of the present population a long time ago 
sought refuge from their enemies; they are supposed to have lived there 
for several generations. 

“Though there is an unpleasant smell about the Zuni village, I found the 
inhabitants more cleanly in their habits to all appearances than I had 
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expected, judging from such reports as I had previously heard concerning 
them. Most of their rooms are large and airy; and the walls and floors 
are kept quite clean in most places; earthen floors abound; but there are 
some laid with flat stones. The largest dwelling room we entered measured 
no Jess than 75 feet in length by 25 feet in width; and was about 12 feet 
high from floor to ceiling. Some other dwellings which we visited con- 
tained rooms varying in size from 15 x 20 to 20 x 40 feet. In some rooms 
there were crude paintings on the walls; but the furniture was very 
scant. No tables or chairs are seen as a rule; small wooden blocks are 
used to sit upon; and meals are served upon the floor, where also the 
beds are spread. 

“There are in New Mexico nineteen Indian pueblos altogether, contain- 
ing a total population of 7,681. The smallest of these pueblos, or villages, 
(Pojoaque) has only fifteen inhabitants, while the largest is the Zuni 
village, which we are visiting. The Pueblo-Indians (so-called by the 
Spaniards because they dwelt in ‘fixed habitations,’ or permanent villages) 
are the original inhabitants of New Mexico. They are noted for that 
docility and gentleness of character that demarks civilization from bar- 
barism, and have always been distinguished from the nomadic Indians by 
their fixed homes, their permanent cultivation of the fields adjacent to 
their villages, and the civility that comes from an organized system of 
government. The Pueblo Indians have from times immemorial been the 
bitter enemies of the Apaches, the Utes and the Navajoes. War between 
the wandering tribes and the Pueblos were constant in times past. Now 
the war-like Apaches and Navajoes are confined to their respective reser- 
vations, and the semi-civilized Pueblos are left to pursue their labors in 
peace. The Zunis, unlike most other Indians in the United States, receive 
no annuity from the government, as they are self-sustaining. We may 
add that we saw in the village quite a number of good wagons and some 
farming implements of modern manufacture; still a great deal of their 
farming is yet done in the old, crude way; a forked stick answering for a 
plow, etc. 

“The Catholics seem to have lost their ‘grip’ upon the Zunis long ago; 
the old church, probably built centuries ago, is in ruins; but they are now 
repairing the walls with a view to roofing it in again, after which it is 
intended to hold Catholic services in the village once more. 

“A young intelligent Indian, in conversation with Elder Gibbons, con- 
veyed the idea that there exists a tradition among the Zuni Indians to the 
effect that some records are hidden in a stone box up on the top of the 
mountain where the old village once stood, but that an old Catholic priest 
carried off the paper, or document, which described the place of conceal- 
ment; consequently, the present generation of Indians are unable to find 
these records, which they believe contain some account of their forefathers. 
Perhaps, after all, Moroni was not the only one of the ancient inhabitants 
of this land who hid up historical records in a stone box. What tales 
would not the hundreds of Indian pueblo ruins that abound in this part of 
the country unfold if they could speak; or, if records, giving account of 
their inhabitants, could be found.” 
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THE PRESENCE OF GOD. 


I stoop in the bleak, solemn midnight 
On the shore of the fathomless sea, 
And knew that some deep wave was bringing 
The baptism of Death to me. 
The stars overhead coldly glittered 
Like swordpsints which pierced tomysoul; 
The frowning, unfriendly sky ace 
ers with menaces rolled, 


Chill winds swept the billow-tops moaning 
Low dirges deep burdened with woe; 
whispers and groaning 
ppressed me with horror, and oh! 
The vast, smileless universe turning 
Away from my shuddering soul, 
Sick, sick with a terrible yearning 
To be not, to go not, alone. 


So wide was the infinite Ever, 
So endless Immensit + 

So hollow and empty the Never, 
So awful the home of the Dead; 

Though open the wonderful gatewa 
’Tween Here and the unknown There, 
’Though beckoned by Nature’s deep secrets, 

My soul reeled in fear and despair. 


**So lonely!” I cried, ‘‘oh, so lonely! 
How can I go forth all alone 

To leave this warm life which has known me, 
With no kindred hand in my own?” 

The wind swept my puny breath landward 
And angrily ened in my ear; 

Then every sound shuddered and fainted, 
While, ‘tightened, I panted to hear. 

Dread Nature breathed low to my spirit 
And drew her dark curtains aside ; 

Awe-stricken, amazed and confounded, 
I scanned all Creation so wide. 

Oh! had I been borne to the regions 


——— away and away, 
ond and beyond the bright legions 


systems and suns on 


I saw circling planets fly faster — 

Than lightning’s swift wheels, ’till at last 
They flew, like night moths to a candle, 

eir suns’ fires to feed; far and fast 

Fair worlds newly bornwaxed and blossomed; 

Dead moons faded, shrunken and rent, 
And comets sped rushing through systems 

As swift, faithful messengers sent. 


I saw those bright ks from the Ever-— 
Those glimmers which men call the Soul— 
So limited, blinded and baffled, 
In the struggle that clay to control; 
So groping like seeds to the sunlight, 
So beaten, so bruised and so tos 
Yet embryo Gods straining upward— 
No effort, no agony lost. 


eir way ! 


I saw gratefully growing, 
Exultingly filling their span; 

And trains of ants coming and going, 
So glad to be part of God’s plan. 


A chorus of joy filled the spaces 
Between the vast systems of worlds 

For Life with its gifts and it graces 
And Death which new vistas unfurls. 


I lifted my eyelids; but stricken 
And shriveled as lightning had sped, 
I fell like a stone. I had looked in 
The eyes of my God, deep and dread. 
Eternity lay there enfolde 
And mystery fathomless rolled ; 
But in infinite tenderness spoke He, 
Reviving and strength’ning my soul 


Oh, fearest thou death because lonely ? 
’en so, son of man was thy birth; 

The gates Life and Death admit only 
One soul to or fro from the earth. 

You looked in my eyes and fell shrieking, 
When loneliness ’self you saw there— 

Perfection, which all life is seeking, 
Is lonely because yet so rare. 


When man feels this presence pervade him, 
From night’s hollow orb, or the roar 
Of waves o’er the turbulent ocean, 
My spirit is shadowing o’er; 
e grows ugh pleasure or pain, 
Through failure or triumph still mounting 
The cycles of infinite gain. 


_ All good lies enshrined in my bosom, 


Approach thou and freely partake ; 
Som Wisdom and Life Everlasting, 
With infinite joy in their wake. 
Come, come! wy children I call you ; 
Mount, mount! By the ways I have trod ; 
Let Strife, Pain and Death not appal you 
For I am your lonely God. 


I awoke, and behold I’d been dreaming ; 
pondered deep in, my soul; 
ight, solitude, dea vea i 
Of loneliness awful and a 
Which is God’s holy presence enclouding, 
His voice which in silence we hear, 
And death but withdraws the vail shrouding 
A higher and holier sphere. 


Though loth to tread paths unfamiliar, 
Thou shrinkest in cowardly dread 

Of the unknown just seen in the distance, 
Take courage, my soul, lift the head, 

For onward, and evermore onward, 
Progresses a conquering way 

To God and His glory; then, Forward! [Day. 
Press, fearless, through Night and through 


No more let sweet Solitude chill thee, 
Nor moaning winds shake thee with fear, 
Nor Death with cold dread ever fill thee, 


Though draweth he momently near. 
Oh! come he to-day, or to-morrow, 

With gladness my feet shall be shod ! 
And, waiting, I’ll still s 

The lonely perfection of 


Lu DALTON, in the Woman’s Exponent. 
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